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[Abstract:] Relative to Brittle Bars rec’d. from St. Louis Assay Office. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

October 10, 1885 


Sir, 


Permit me to draw your attention to the position in which we are placed by receiving the 
extremely brittle and base bars (Gold) from the St. Louis Assay Office. 


We receive them at their Assay, in their very brittle and impure condition, and the 
Government is responsible for the amount of value calculated from that assay. I enunciate the 
fact fearlessly, that we cannot obtain all the Gold from such metal, that some of it is absolutely 
lost, by volatilization, never to be recovered, and therefore the Government must lose the 
difference between the calculated value of the impure gold deposited, and the pure gold actually 
obtained from it. The Depositor virtually defrauds the Government to that extent, altho’ innocent 
in intention. 


What our course should be is plainly set forth in Sec. 3519 Revised Statutes, that “we 
may refuse” “any bullion so base as to be unsuitable for the operations of the Mint”. Now the 
deposits in question are eminently so unfit. It matters not that these deposits are from the St. 
Louis Assay Office; for the Government loses in either case. While we can procure gold from 
such deposits with loss less than formerly, still there is appreciable loss. 


We can of course toughen these deposits, and credit the Depositor with the good gold 
actually obtained from them, but we have almost always found such a course the source of 
unseemly strife between the government Officers, & the depositors, which last naturally desire to 
obtain all that they can. The only method, that I can imagine, of receiving such deposits at the 
Mint, is to purify them before making the formal deposit of the Bullion. In the present case, it 
would be far better, if the St. Louis Assay Office, or any other Government Office, should make 
the base bullion fit for coinage according to the Rev. Statutes, Sec. 3519, and deposit such 
purified bullion. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Hon. D.M. Fox 
Superintendent. 
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P.S.I just learned from Mr. Eckfeldt that the bars now in the Mint from the St. Louis 
Assay Office are to be received not from their Assay, but after our toughening them. I see no 
reason however to withdraw what I have written, because I have attacked the subject from its 
foundation, and hope it may lead to an order to receive no deposit by weight until after it shall 
have been made tough and fit for coinage, by merely melting. 


J.C.B. 
M&R 


P.S. N-2. I should have inserted the strongest reason why we should only receive 
toughened bullion for deposit. It is because at the place of original deposit, those receiving the 
bullion, can learn its sources, and probable impurities, and therefore can best adopt intelligently 
such methods of purification as are best adapted the known impurities. 


J.C.B. 
M&R 


